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of famous men.  'A goodly thing it is\ Odysseus said, 'to listen

to a singer such as this, like to the very gods in voice.'

Another favourite pastime was the dance. A floor of beaten
earth was specially prepared for it. Here is Homer's description
of a typical scene:

Young squires and maids of costly dower

Danced hand in hand upon the floor,

These in lissom kirtles dight

Those in tunics woven light,

Whereon oil of olive glowed;

Each maiden had a lovely crown

And the young men swords of gold

From silver baldrics hanging down;

And whiles they tripped on cunning feet

Deft moving in a reel,

As when some potter at his bench

Makes trial of a wheel,

Fitting it between his hands,

Whether it run true;

And then anon in double file

They danced it to and fro,

And round about that lovely choir

Was set a goodly throng.

Full joyful were the folk to see

The pleasant sight; and thereamong

A holy minstrel played his harp

And, as he led the tune,

Two tumblers went between the ranks

A-twirling up and down.

A HOMERIC RECITER (see opposite)
This figure (taken from a jar the shape of which is indicated on the right)
represents a man, dressed in a <himation', from whose mouth proceed the
words *So it befell once in Tiryns'.